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Raina Nelson grew up surrounded by agricultural in rural Central Florida as a daughter of a 2nd generation citrus farmer. At an early age, she was drawn to the diverse efforts, work ethic and passion demonstrated by her family to run a successful operation. This heritage afforded an early appreciation for values that remain deeply rooted in her today.

She obtained a B.S. in food science and human nutrition and an M.S. in food science from the University of Florida College of Agricultural & Life Sciences. She has served as a professional in the fresh produce industry for 20 years in various disciplines that include food safety and quality systems, new product development, imports, sales, supply chain management and business development. She currently serves as the President & CEO for Westfalia Fruit USA based in Oxnard, CA. Westfalia Fruit International is recognized as the avocado experts and is a multinational organization with the largest avocado-growing footprint in the world with the purpose to do good in every facet of the business. 

Raina is active on numerous industry boards and councils and has proudly served on the boards of Southeast Produce Council (SEPC), as Chairperson in 2022, and International Fresh Produce Association in their inaugural year. She currently serves as co-chair for the SEPC’s STARS Committee and chair the Next Generation Leadership Academy that dually focus on providing developmental resources for our next generation of leaders. She is a member of Bayer’s Crop Science North American Horticultural Council thought leadership platform that addresses the industry’s hottest topics. She recently joined the Hass Avocado Board’s Avocado Sustainability Advisory, a group focused on the driving sustainable practices for the avocado industry based on sound research. 
Raina is also a proud legacy rider of the Tour de Fresh, a nonprofit cycling event that has placed over 50 salad bars in schools across America to help nutrition security for America’s youth. 

Raina is passionate about the fresh produce industry, driving consumption of fresh produce, and investing in rising talent to sustain this amazing industry. She is grateful for her professional network, her faith, loves her family and enjoys cycling, being outdoors, and fresh fruits and vegetables, of course!
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