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Paulina Theologou-Criticos, 
CEO EMEA Region, Westfalia Fruit Group
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Paulina graduated from the University of KwaZulu-Natal with a Bachelor of Business Science, Hons in Finance and started her career with Standard Bank Corporate and Investment Banking gaining experience in equity derivative structuring, investment portfolio management, credit analysis and trading platforms.

Subsequently Paulina developed a passion for Mergers and Acquisitions and spent eleven years advising on private and public marketing transactions working with clients across Africa, Europe and Asia.

In 2018, Paulina was appointed Group Commercial Executive of Hans Merensky Holdings and Westfalia Fruit, working directly with the Group’s CEO across all international business units. During this time the group successfully completed key strategic acquisitions in both South America and Europe.

In January 2022, following a restructing of its international regions, Paulina has been appointed CEO of the EMEA region for the Westfalia Group. Responsible for operations across Europe and Africa Paulina’s focus is on further development of the avocado industry as a sustainably lead producer, exporter and importer as well as ensuring the continued seamless integration of the Westfalia value chain, meeting and exceeding customer expectations.

In 2023 Paulina Criticos, was appointed to the Board of Directors of the IFPA.
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