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Alk Brand joined the Westfalia Fruit Group as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) in January 2020.

Alk’s focus throughout his career has been on business growth and creating operational efficiencies with an in-depth knowledge of agriculture through his global exposure to international markets for more than 20 years.

As the custodian of Westfalia Fruit’s legacy, purpose, and values, and of the objectives of all stakeholders over five continents of the globe, Alk has driven an integrated model that has inspired growth in various areas of the business. The multinational Westfalia Fruit Group is a leading supplier of fresh and processed produce to international markets, offering a diverse range of quality fruit and related products via its vertically integrated supply chain. As a frontrunner in the avocado industry, Westfalia grows, sources, ripens, packs, processes and markets accredited avocados across the globe throughout the year. Westfalia grows fruit in all major origins in the Americas and Africa and sources from partner orchards, giving Westfalia the most diverse avocado-growing footprint in the world.

Having made great strides in enhancing the way in which the organisation operates, Alk has promoted a cohesive and inclusive approach to all aspects of the business – from commercial and operational activities to human resources, business systems and communications.

Alk has in-depth experience in the agricultural sector and has operated in a broad array of global markets. During his 20 years in the UK, he has served in various industry bodies, including being a board member of the European Breakfast Cereal Association.



Alk was previously the Managing Director of Richardson Milling (UK) Ltd, which is part of the Canadian agri-leader Richardson International, responsible for manufacturing grain-based ingredients sold and distributed in Europe, Africa, Middle East, Far East and Asia. Here, Alk was responsible for creating a strong presence in growing markets such as India, the UAE and market penetration as far as the Philippines.

Prior to joining Richardson Milling (UK) Ltd, Alk worked for Pioneer Foods in various management capacities. Alk started up its business in the UK in 2001, first as a joint venture with Australia’s Sanitarium Health Foods. Under his management, Pioneer Foods later acquired the entire shareholding of this venture.

Alk holds a BEcon (Honours), an MBA from Stellenbosch University, and a Certificate in Management and Leadership (London School of Business and Finance – with distinction). Alk is also in an advanced stage of being qualified as a Chartered Company Director under the examination of the IOD.
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